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"~ . Birdwatching at Hong

Importance of wetlands to migratory birds

Eﬁﬁeg Wetland Park
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Wetlands are important and valuable habitats for birds and
wildlife. They provide needed habitat and rest stops, food
supplies and shelter for migratory birds, including many
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East Asian - Australasian Flyway

threatened and endangered species. Approximately 40% of
Hong Kong's bird species depend in some way on wetland
habitats for their survival.

A high proportion of birds of Hong Kong are winter visitors and
passage migrants in Spring and Autumn, followed by resident
birds and summer visitors. Migration enables birds to find
sufficient food throughout the year. In the northern
hemisphere, food supplies are more abundant during spring
and summer. However, they become increasingly difficult to
find when the weather becomes cold in Autumn and extremely
cold during winter. Millions of birds migrate from their
northern breeding grounds (e.g. in Siberia and northeast China),
reaching warmer southern parts (e.g. southern China, southeast
Asia, Australia and New Zealand) where they spend the winter.
They then return during early spring and arrive back at their
breeding grounds between approximately March and May.

Migration is a strong instinct, and birds are often able to
traverse immense natural barriers, frequently migrating in
groups and making one or more stopovers en route. Hong Kong
is one of the important “stopover” or "wintering destination”.

Birds show different migration patterns, because of the
differences in the location of breeding grounds, of their
! breeding period and of their migration routes. Bird
' ;‘ migration is the seasonal movement from one habitat to
another following established
" migratory routes (flyways). g
Hong Kong lies on a major
migration route - the “East Asian
- Australasian Flyway"
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Birding is an activity that everyone can enjoy. All we need is a
pair of binoculars and a good field guide to help identifying the
different varieties of birds you will find. Over 190 birds species
have been recorded in the 61-ha Hong Kong Wetland Park
which features a wide diversity of habitats including freshwater
marsh, mangrove, mudflat, reedbed, seasonal ponds,
woodlands, shrubland, etc. These habitats provide a good place
for feeding, sheltering as well as roosting. Autumn to Spring
are by far the most preductive seasons.
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Birding enthics

= BRAARSAEBN TERR
Observe and photograph birds without disturbing them

n TERERHEENZS  TEEENKHER
Avoid chasing or flusing birds, walk slowly and quietly

n BEEERIVMETE  TEIMERZ LR
Stay on existing roads to avoid trampling fragile habitat

n FERREVEANKRER  UEBIRRERSE
Wear dull colors to keep hidden from birds
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Teach others birding enthics by words and example
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